History of Rovering 
In tracing the growth of the Older Scouts Branch it is necessary to go back to January, 1914, when the formation of the Scouts Friendly Society as a Brotherhood of Old Scouts was first mooted. The object of the Society, which was registered that year, were as set out in the original prospectus :
1. To keep boy Scouts in touch with each other and with the Movement when they have to leave their Troop and go out to battle with the world. 
2. To preserve the idea of good citizenship which they have been taught as Scouts.
3. To attract the ideal of good citizenship which they have been taught as Scouts.
4. To attract the Movement young men who have not been Scouts, and to give them an opportunity for doing a service to their country.
A more definite scheme was promulgated during early 1917 based on the three fold problem:
1. How to retain the older scouts under good influences.
2. What to do with the many keen Scouts returning from Service and anxious to take up work with the old Troop.
3. What to do with boys who ‘discover’ Scouting at the age of 16 or 17, but do not want to join a Troop with much younger boys.
A Pamphlet was issued in September, 1918, called “Rules for Rover Scouts”, this marked the official start of the Rover Scout Section. The next step was the issue of “Notes on the Training of Rover Scouts”, in two parts in April and November, 1920, minimum age raised from 15 to 17 1/2. Rover Scouts took part in the Jamboree at Olympia held in August, 1920. The book, ‘Rovering to Success’ was published by the Chief Scout in November, 1922. This was addressed to the young men in the form of advise to encourage and to inspire for good Citizenship. 
In the year 1923 edition of Policy Organization and rules separate Tests for Rovers were prescribed. In the Imperial Jamboree at Wembley held in 1924, services of Rovers were utilized for jobs as Police, Guide, stage hands, Railways transport Officers and so on. In November, 1924 the Chief Scout’s suggested ceremony for the investiture of Rover Scouts was first used.
Easter 1926 saw the first National Rover gathering in the form of Moot in London. The Moot concluded with a conference. Amongst the points raised was the question of the provision of warranted Scouters as leaders in Rover Crews. The odl idea “Rovers run themselves” has been more or less exploded increasing number of Rover Crews. There was want of active and effective leadership and guidance.
An Open Scout Conference was held at Bournemouth in 1927 as a result of which what is known as Group System was started and warrants as Dt.R.S.L., R.S.L., and A.R.S.L. were issued in 1928. In the National Moot at Birmingham over-Whitsun. In 1928 the system of tests and badges for Rovers come under severe criticism. New conditions came into force in February, 1929, but were short lived. 
August, 1929, will always be memorable in Scouting as the occasion of coming-of-Age world Jamboree at Arrow Park, 50,000 Scouts were in Camp-administration by Scoters and Rovers. Earlier conditions were the subject of much decision in 130 at the Open Scout Conference at Birmingham in April of the year when Imperial Headquarters put forward alternative proposals Scout Policy and Rules came into effect in June, 1930 and remained in Force.
National Rover Moot held in Auchengillen, the Glasgow Scout Camping Ground in August, 1930 and the World Moot held at Kenderstage in Switzerland in August, 1931, 3000 Rovers from 23 different nations and fifteen parts of British Commonwealth attended the Moot. It marked the acceptance of Rovering by the world wide Brotherhood of Scouts and augured well for the success of Rover Scouting in Future.
